The study of natural disasters is particularly challenging, as they are enormously complex and demand mastery of a number of disciplines ordinarily beyond the reach of any individual researcher working alone. The full sociological, geographical, historical, economic, cultural, political, and physical impacts of -and recovery from -a natural disaster are so vast, the contours so manifold and complicated, that only a genuinely and thoroughly interdisciplinary approach can begin to master the scope, scale, and meaning of the event.
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Cutter, Susan L. Hurricane Katrina and the forgotten coast of Mississippi / Susan Cutter, University of South Carolina; Christopher T. Emrich, University of South Carolina; Jerry T. Mitchell This book is a collective effort born out of the Hurricane Katrina experience. In the days leading up to landfall we watched with trepidation as the Gulf Coast prepared for yet another major hurricane. It was only afterward that the magnitude of the destruction became evident -homes and businesses were destroyed, universities and colleges lost valuable research equipment and data to fl oodwaters, and residents and students were displaced to locations all across the country.
Hurricane Katrina provided a natural laboratory to examine all facets of coastal resiliency -from the natural processes of ecosystem restoration to the societal challenges of relocation, repopulation, and reconstruction. The University of South Carolina saw the opportunity to facilitate the collection of perishable data. Under its Coastal Resiliency Information Systems Initiative for the Southeast (CRISIS), eighteen funded research projects surveyed ecological damage, law enforcement response, beach conditions, the perceptions of affected residents, community damages, and infrastructure breaches, among other topics. The competitive research program was supported by the Vice President for Research and Health Sciences Offi ce, enabling research teams to get into the fi eld three to four weeks after the storm. This was an unprecedented effort by the university, and many thanks are due to Harris Pastides (who was vice president for research at the time and is now university president), who had the vision and wisdom to see how this would help researchers, but more signifi cantly how it would help the region and the nation better understand coastal vulnerability. As recipients of this initial funding, we were able to conduct our fi rst coastal Mississippi investigation in October 2005 -with a team of two faculty (Susan Cutter and Jerry Mitchell) and six graduate students (the CRISIS fi eld cohort). With later support from the National Science Foundation (Grant CMMI-0623991), we have been able to monitor recovery in the region since 2006.
More than thirty-fi ve graduate students at the University of South Carolina have been involved in this work. Many are no longer students, but are now professors and disaster professionals. They spent countless hours on this project and not only left blood, sweat, and tears on the coast, but also took with them lessons, memories, and www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-02394-9 -Hurricane Katrina and the Forgotten Coast of Mississippi Susan L. Cutter, Christopher T. Emrich, Jerry T. Mitchell, Walter W. Piegorsch, Mark M. Smith and Lynn Weber Frontmatter More information xiv
